The following note appeared in a recent issue of the Lancet. As far as we know, no publication on this subject has as yet appeared in India. On several occasions recently we have been tempted to administer simultaneously quinine and sulphonamide, particularly in one case with both pneumonia and benign malaria. Having read this note, we decided to treat the pneumonia first and the malaria second, a procedure which proved quite satisfactory.
We feel that physicians in India should be aware of the possible danger of giving quinine and sulphonamide at the same time.
Recent work suggests that the sulphonamides should be avoided when quinine is being given. Niblock observed that in 6 patients treated with quinine and sulphonamides simultaneously vomiting occurred in every case and recovery was slower than was expected. Pharmacological confirmation of this clinical observation comes from Harned and Cole, who have shown that in rats receiving sulphapyridine and quinine the absorption of the sulphonamide is increased on the average by 44 per cent, and there is a corresponding rise in the amount of acetyl-sulphapyridine in the urine. The largest dose of quinine given almost doubled the output of acetyl-sulphapyridine. They found no corresponding rise in the volume of urine secreted during these experiments, and this curious effect of quinine must therefore increase the risk of deposition of crystals in the kidney tubules. It would be interesting to know whether sulphonamide-quinine therapy in the human subject produces impairment of renal function, for Niblock's observations taken with those of Harned and Cole raise the possibility that this combination of drugs may produce ursemic symptoms. When mepacrine hydrochloride ('atebrin') was substituted for quinine in the experiments on rats the alterations in absorption and excretion of sulphapyridine were not observed. In this country the occasions when sulphonamides and quinine are used together for combined malarial and bacterial infections must be rare.
But in tropical and sub-tropical countries this incompatibility will have to be borne in mind.
